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Mission
The Cat Connection is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit no-kill organization whose primary mission is to rescue
abandoned, stray, abused, neglected, unwanted, and injured cats, and to facilitate their adoption into
responsible permanent homes.  The second part of our mission is to control the feral cat population
through our Trap-Neuter-Return-Maintain (TNRM) program, and trapping and socialization of feral
kittens.  To reduce cat abandonment, surrender, and unwanted breeding, we support low income families
through spay/neuter assistance , financial assistance for vet care, food, and supplies.  We serve the towns
of Waltham, Watertown, Newton, Belmont, Arlington, Lexington, Allston, and Brighton.

Summary for 2020
As a result of our programs, The Cat Connection has made great progress reducing the feral and stray cat
population in Waltham and surrounding cities over the past 20 years; however, there are more stray or
abandoned cats needing rescue and cats in our foster system needing permanent homes. 2020 was a year
like no other. Every TCC activity was touched by the challenges of the COVID pandemic. Despite this, TCC
signed a lease on a space in Brighton and started construction on a shelter to add to our foster home
network. In preparation, the TCC Board of Directors and staff have been working to develop policies and
procedures for the operations of the shelter. Part of this preparation was hiring a Shelter Director,
Stephanie Yemma. Because in-person gatherings were limited, TCC had to cancel two fundraisers, Cat
Connection in the Courtyard and the Garden Party. To make up for this, TCC started a new pet art

fundraiser that brought in nearly $3,000 ($2,996). The annual silent
auction and gala, Whiskers & Whiskey, was transitioned to a virtual
event and brought in a record amount of profit. The pandemic
challenged our ability to do our work and put an extra strain on the
communities we serve as the economy worsened. To meet this
challenge, TCC is continuing the CatNAPS spay/neuter assist and
medical assist programs and joined the Pet Food Task Force to help
low-income families keep pets in their homes and reduce cat
abandonment during these difficult times. The greatest expenses for this
year were for shelter construction ($59,236), veterinary care ($56,080),
and payroll ($48,288).

TCC 2020 Achievements
● The TCC Board Development Committee professionalized the

Board of Directors policies and procedures and recruited a new board
member who specializes in public relations and social media marketing.
Its goal is to build the Board to 12 members.
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● Reduced the number of colonies and colony cats, continuing TCC’s long-term reduction of
homeless cats.

● TCC did more adoptions and had higher intake than in 2019 despite the pandemic.
● The TCC Grant Committee brought in $17,400 in grants for CatNAPS, shelter renovations, and

veterinary care.
● TCC now has a licensed pet chaplain certified by the Association for Veterinary Pastoral Education

who can provide grief counseling and pastoral care for people who have lost their pets.
● TCC was selected as a partner shelter for the NY Cat Film

Festival. This resulted in additional monetary donations
and increased marketing.

● TCC had two virtual volunteer social events despite the
difficulties of the COVID pandemic.

● The CatNAPS program was continued and spayed or
neutered 12 owned cats from low-income families. This
was funded by Jones Partnership and GoFundMe
donations.

● TCC is a partner in the Pet Food Task Force that
distributed thousands of pounds of pet food to
low-income families in MA through 130 human food
pantries.

● TCC was the recipient of a Watertown Savings Bank
People’s Choice Award and received $3,500.

Future Improvements
The shelter will open in 2021, allowing TCC to greatly increase the number of cats it saves every year,
including developing partnerships with rescues out of state.

Funding Sources
The largest income sources in 2020 were from Whiskers & Whiskey ($41,573), general donations
($34,506), and the adoption fees ($15,490). We are so grateful to all our donors and the vendors who
support us, including Pet Supplies Plus, Watertown Savings Bank, PetSmart, Pet World, Loyal Companion,
Star Market, Stop & Shop, Shaws, Whole Foods, Polkadog Bakery, Petco, Brookline Grooming and Pet
Supply, and to our vets who give us discounted service for cats, including, Pet Haven, Blue Pearl, Kindness
Veterinary Hospital, VCA City Cats, and VCA Rotherwood and all the individuals and businesses who
donated items for our raffles and silent auction. TCC received grant funding from an Anonymous
Foundation, the Jones Partnership Fund (through First Parish in Waltham), the Humane Society of the
United States (funding for the PFTF through TCC), and the Shirley Shattuck Windsor Trust.

Volunteer Spotlight (by Sarah Eckert)
Alyson Czelusniak, a Chicopee native, has called Waltham home for sixteen years now. She has certainly
been an animal-lover her whole life, and The Cat Connection is lucky to have her on board. Alyson has her
own kitty, Phyllis Merry. Phyl, as they call her, is about five years old, and she came into Alyson’s life just
around Christmastime, hence the name “Merry.”

Phyl was a very shy little kitten when she came into Alyson’s life, but little by little, she started to come
around. Alyson and her husband adopted Phyl from Quincy Animal Shelter where she had been brought
in after being found outside. She lived under the bed at first, but slowly, but surely, she started to get
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comfortable at home. She is Alyson’s shadow now and just loves
the new work from home lifestyle. Phyl came into Alyson’s life at
just the right moment, a few months after Alyson and her
husband lost their cat Goat after a two year battle with feline
diabetes. Alyson was not sure she was ready to adopt another
cat, but when she saw Phyl, she knew she had to meet her in
person.

It turned out that Phyl was found on the same day that Goat took
a turn for the worse, and Phyl just reminded Alyson of Goat so
much that she knew it was meant to be. Lucky for Phyl, Alyson
and her husband had more love to give to another beautiful
black cat!

Alyson first found out about TCC when she was looking to
donate some toys Goat never used, and she kept up with TCC on
social media and through newsletters over the years. With long
hours at her job at Emmanuel College and the commute into
Boston, Alyson knew she needed to add something relaxing and
rewarding to her schedule. Alyson currently writes our
(fabulous) cat profiles for adoptable cats, and she absolutely loves talking to all of our dedicated foster
parents.

She says it is just heartwarming to hear about the love our foster parents give to the foster cats over and
over again. They give the cats such a great start to life, in many cases learning to live in a house and be
cats with people around. She continues to volunteer because she feels it is just something happy to do!

While she has enjoyed hearing about all of the great cats that come through TCC, Merry stood out to her
the most. She struck a chord with Alyson right away because of course, Merry is Phyl’s middle name, but
even more importantly because, like Goat, Merry is diabetic. Merry’s story was very sad, she lost her
person during a very difficult time early on during the pandemic, but with TCC’s help, Merry found her
way into a loving forever home where she has been able to overcome diabetes.

When not volunteering or working, Alyson is an avid sports fan, having coached youth basketball in the
past, and she and her husband enjoy cooking and dining out to support local restaurants. Alyson also does
dog walking in her spare time for local families. She loves getting to know the dogs and uses her story
telling skills to write “report cards” for the families to know how the dogs do each day! She also enjoys
doing yoga and spending time with her niece. Her niece just loves Phyl and hopes to one day be good
friends, even though Phyl remains wary. Alyson’s niece comes for what they call "coronacations" now, so
just maybe Phyl will come around soon!
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Officers and Board of Directors Dec 31, 2020

Morgan Ritz, President
Anne Thessen, Vice President
Deni Auclair, Treasurer
Gabrielle Cunningham, Director

Elise Ryan, Director

TCC Cat Report 2020

Category Quantity
Cats on hand Jan 1 39

Total Cats Received 136
Average Cats in Colony 1.9

Total Colonies 14
Total Adoptions 103

Total Cats Euthanized or Died 9
Total Behavior Consults >800

Cats on hand Dec 31 14
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TCC Event Sponsors 2020 (in alphabetical order)
Brian Fitzpatrick at Coldwell Banker
CN Marchionne Insurance Agency
Colvin's Inc. Aerial Trucks
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Employees
Charitable Campaign
Elia Business Solutions
Green Phoenix
Hannaford
Highway Twenty Eight
Kindness Animal Hospital
Lamplight Bio
Loretta McClary Law LLC
Marilyn & Company
Mindfulness in Blue Jeans
MK3 Creative

Parker Keough LLC
Rachel Geller Cat Behaviorist
Robert Bishop & Michelle Perez
Rosette & Tony Antico
Susan Bergman
Susan Lowe, CPA
Telecom Consultants LLC
The Castle Group
The Data Detektiv
The Dog Retreat & Spa
Village Bank
Watertown Savings Bank
Zeus Communications

TCC Donors 2020 (in alphabetical order)

Adriana DiIorio
Adrienne Martin
Agnes Miller
Alan Butler
Alexandra Monchick
Alexandra Whisnant
Alexis Barrile
Alexis Hill
Alice Marullo
Allen Reedy
Allie Cohen
Allison Kuklok
Allison Somers
Alyson Czelusniak
Amy Canning
Amy Foley
Amy Oppenheimer
An Hinds
Anastasia Psilekas
Andrea Kopel
Andrea Plante
Andrew Ryan
Angela Plante
Angelo DiIorio
Anne Duchard
Anne Renzi
Anne Thessen & Chris Lloyd
Annette Roberts

Antonia Zaccaria
Ariel & Steve Sawyer
Arne Buck
Arty Mitchell
Ashlee Hudson
Audrey Benevento
Avi Nelson
Barbara Chandler
Barbara Lazaris
Barbara Zulkiewicz
Becky Butler
Belinda Sauro
Benjamin Borne
Bernice Chamberlain
Beth Perry
Betty Solbjor
Bob Clement
Bob Marcou
Bonnie Scott
Bonnie Smith
Brandon Noble
Brittani Harris
Brittny Chiasson
Caren Berry
Carey Goldberg
Carli DeLaura
Carol Dargie
Carol Knell

Caroline Oberle
Carolyn Gritter
Carolyn Pope
Cassandra Maker
Catherine Czubacki
Catherine Drechsler
Catherine Patti
Catherine Vlasuk
Cecile Kiley
Cheryl Wilson
Cheryl Witkowski
Chloe Caelynn
Chris Walker & Jenene Allison
Christian Houmiller
Christine Haus
Christine Lampropoulos
Christine Patch
Christine Quinby
Christine Sheen
Christine Sullivan
Christopher Allison
Christopher Doane
Cindi Jacobs
Claire Elling
Claudia Trevor-Wright
Cooper Marr
Cristina Gago
Cynthia Vachino
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Dale Roberts
Dana Buske
Daniel Sall
Danielle Doody
Danielle Hunt
David Foster
David Goodberg
David Kindler
David Niquette
David Thomson
Dawn Bradley
Dawn Frazier
Dawn Mullins
Dawn Ringel
Dawn Robinson
Debbie Koundry
Deborah Kromer
Deborah Teman
Debra Alpert
Debra Obinna
Debra Rufo
Deirdre White
Deni Auclair
Denise Fitzpatrick
Denise T
Dian Dulberger
Diane Parry
Diane Shaughnessy
Dianne Hudson
Divyank Shah
Dixie Richards
Donna Salamone
Doreen Stevens
Doug Sherman
Elaine DeBitetto
Elaine Mandell
Elaine Nazzaro
Elaine Ramundo
Elaine Walker
Elisif Brandon
Elizabeth Condakes
Elizabeth Kelley
Elizabeth Lee
Elizabeth Martin
Elizabeth Truntz
Elizabeth Walker
Ellen Silver

Emily Drabinski
Emily Kee
Emily Ronald
Eric Moore
Ezme Kornmeyer
Fabienne Babb
Francois Brochet
Gabrielle & Carl Cunningham
Gail Lynch
Gary Marchese
Gary McKay
George Lucozzi
Gina Bolognese
Gloria Vachino
Graham Clarke
Greg Reinhold
Gregory Devine
Hannah Feintuch
Hannah Murphy
Hannah Pizzella
Harry Lohr
Heidi Harding
Helen Batty-Tallett
Helen Madison
Helen Sanderson
Helen Taplin
Helen Tucceri
Hilary Sprague
Holly Pearson
Hope Schreiber
Hope Vassos
Irene Kelley
Irene McNulty
Jacki Alpert
Jacqui Duffy
Jael Whitney
Jaime Steinbach
James Allick
Jamie Frieden
Jamie Gordon
Jan & George Rizzo
Jane Malick
Jane Urban
Janet Riley
Janice Grudt
Jann Scott
Jarek Maj

Jay Hutchinson
Jean Schneider
Jeanette Lepping
Jeanne & Ronald Zeraga
Jennifer Pelland
Jennifer Rand
Jennifer Swain
Jeremy Dvorscak
Jeremy Zizmor
Jeri Ricci
Jerry Champagne
Jessica Cormier
Jessica Higginbotham
Jim Titus
Joan Cunningham
Joan Kulman
Joan Wood
Joel Kaplan
John & Mary Selig
John Lawrence
John Leong
John Pestana
Jon Adlet
Jonathan Donahue
Jonathan Hayon
Jonathan Kean
Joyce Levenson
Joyrides Rescue
Judi Goldberg
Judith Channon
Julia Wolfe
July Belber
June Gibbons
June Lueck
Kara Moloney
Karen Glass
Karen Haas
Karen Olson
Karl Gerds
Kassie Mahoney
Kate Halstead
Kate McGrath
Katerina Bacevicius
Katherine Bradley
Katherine Bressan
Katherine Howard
Kathleen Ferguson

6



Kathleen Goldstein
Kathleen Russell
Kathleen Sullivan
Kathryn Burke
Kathryn Mueller
Kathy Hathaway
Katie Aquilina
Katie Bradley
Kelley Duff
Kelley Patti
Kelly Tran
Kelly Veit
Kelly Watts
Kellyann Driscoll
Ken Parker
Kendyl Foristall
Kima Bacevicius
Kristen McKinnon
Lara McCarthy
Laura Downing
Laura Nickerson
Laura Tarko
Lauren Guastaferri
Lauren Moore
Laurene Hunt
Leanne Day
Leonard DiMaggio
Leslie Teel
Liana Barry
Liane Black
Linda Carroll
Linda Johns
Linda Kobierski
Linda Nelson
Linda Peters
Lisa Duffy
Lisa Fruitt
Lisa Litterio
Lisa Nevin
Lisa Taddeo
Liz Condakes
Lorenz Glaser
Lori Wohlgemuth
Lowell Williams
Lucy Hanna
Lynda Niedringhaus
Lyndsey Dixon

Mara Veneziano
Marcia Allar
Margaret Rabchenuk
Margaret Thessen
Maria Clara
Marilyn Jacobs
Mark Repta
Marshall & Inge Parker
Mary Coughlan
Mary Dulong
Mary Moser
Matthew Studley
Meaghan Bransfield
Megan Lim
Melissa Ritchie
Melissa Saporetti
Melissa Zeumer
Michael Gordon
Michael Kaye
Michael Polito
Michael Parad
Michelle Auclair
Michelle Blackstock
Michelle Fudalik
Michelle Kovach
Michelle Tagerman
Mimi Facher
Monica Gubala
Monique Harrington
Morgan Bentley
Morgan Ritz
Mulligan Davies
Nancy Tagerman
Nicole Anguish
Nicole Huvila
Nikki Stewart
Nikola Kantar
Nomi Harris
Ouida Young
Ozan Haksever
Pam Levine
Pam & Mark Adams
Pamela Fair
Patricia Hankin
Patricia Mantia
Patricia Nickerson
Patricia Smith

Patricia Umbley
Paul & Sandy Ward
Paul Crowley
Paul Debitetto
Paul Duffy
Paula Darsney
Perry Adler
Peter Blanchette
Peter E. Fuchs
Philip Connolly & Mike

Carenzo
Phyllis Greenspan
PK Andrews
Priscilla Elliott
Prospero Eaton
Rachel Geller
Rachel Stern
Randy Green
Ravy Thok
Rebecca Bonfig
Rebecca Chandler
Renda Hawwa
Reva  Dolobowsky
Rich Mead
Rick Lavoie
Rick Tedoldi
Rita Domas
Robbyn Dewar
Roberta Leger
Robin Desmet
Robin Dooley
Robin MacDonald-Foley
Robin Mead
Roger O'Connell
Robin Orifice
Ron Levine
Rosalind Shaw
Rosemary Solheim
Ryan Spooner
Sally Auld
Sam Cambray
Samantha Dertorossian
Sandra Sines
Sandra Swanson
Sansun Yeh
Sara Drost
Sara Millhouse
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Sarah Eckert
Sarah Leon
Sarah Rich
Scott Shurr
Shannan Whalen
Sharon Alphas
Sheila Bennett
Sheryl Morrissette
Shinri Kamei
Shirley Traite
Shruti Kuzhippat
Stacey Dansicker
Stacy Diamond
Stephanie Cappadona
Steve Higgins
Steve Snider
Stuart Parsons
Sue Hildreth

Susan Biener Bergman
Susan Glansberg
Susan Hannan
Susan Lowe
Susan Pastore
Suzanne Ahmad
Sylvia Gibbons
Tamera Locke
Tammy Diorio
Tara Hall
Tara Potter
Terri Stuler
Terri Weissenberg
Terry Christopher
Thane Hunt
Theresa Pirie
Thomas Arena
Thomas Gage

Thomas Sava
Tony & Rosette Antico
Tracey Alexander
Tracey Stout
Val Culpin
Valerie Courville
Veronica Atocha
Victor Brodney
Victoria Devault
W. Bruce Cooper
Weitz Family
Wendy Christofero
Ximena Sula
And several Anonymous

donors
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