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Mission
The Cat Connection is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit no-kill organization whose primary mission is
to rescue abandoned, stray, abused, neglected, unwanted, and injured cats, and to facilitate
their adoption into responsible permanent homes.  The second part of our mission is to
control the feral cat population through our Trap-Neuter-Return-Maintain (TNRM)
program, and trapping and socialization of feral kittens.  To reduce cat abandonment,
surrender, and unwanted breeding, we support low income families through spay/neuter
assistance , financial assistance for vet care, food, and supplies.  We serve the towns of
Waltham, Watertown, Newton, Belmont, Arlington, Lexington, Allston, and Brighton.

Summary for 2021
As a result of our programs, The Cat Connection has made great progress reducing the feral
and stray cat population in Waltham and surrounding cities over the past 20 years;
however, there are more stray or abandoned cats needing rescue and cats in our foster
system needing permanent homes. The chaos of 2020 continued into 2021. Every aspect of
TCC continued to be affected by the challenges of the COVID pandemic. Despite this, TCC
finished construction and opened the shelter. In preparation, the TCC Board of Directors
and staff have been working to develop policies and procedures for the operations of the
shelter. Part of this preparation was doubling the size of the Board of Directors and
expanding the Advisory Board. Because in-person gatherings were limited, TCC once again
had to cancel the Cat Connection in the Courtyard fundraiser. To make up for this, TCC
started a new virtual run/walk fundraiser called Rescue Catwalk that brought over $4,000
($4,161). The annual silent auction and gala, Whiskers & Whiskey, was an in-person event.
The pandemic challenged our ability to do our work and put an extra strain on the
communities we serve as the economy worsened. To meet this challenge, TCC is continuing

the CatNAPS spay/neuter assist and
medical assist programs and joined the Pet
Food Task Force to help low-income
families keep pets in their homes and
reduce cat abandonment during these
difficult times. Expenses for this year
included shelter construction ($89,895 -
unamortized), veterinary care ($47,779),
employment costs ($52,050), rent
($50,400), and cat supplies ($54,441).



TCC 2021 Achievements
● The TCC Board Development Committee (Catherine Tate and Susan Lowe) recruited

four new board members who specialize in Development, Operations, and Volunteer
Relations and added three new Advisory Board members.

● TCC continued to control the number of colonies and colony cats, continuing TCC’s
long-term reduction of homeless cats.

● After nearly 10 years of preparation, TCC opened a shelter at 167 Chestnut Hill Ave
Brighton. Our Shelter Director, Stephanie Yemma, and our two Shelter Volunteer
Managers, Sue Willard-Kiess and Melissa Saporetti trained and managed nearly 60
shelter volunteers.

● The TCC Grant Committee (Co-Chaired by Elisif Brandon and Susan DeLellis) brought in
$20,128 in grants for CatNAPS, veterinary care, spay/neuter, and the Pet Food Task
Force.

● TCC was selected as a partner shelter for the NY Cat Film Festival. This resulted in
additional monetary donations and increased marketing.

● TCC had an in-person volunteer social event in an outdoor space despite the difficulties
of the COVID pandemic.

● The CatNAPS program spayed or neutered 35 owned cats from low-income families,
almost triple the number from last year. This was funded by Jones Partnership Fund,
matching funds, a grant from the Mass Animal Coalition, and GoFundMe donations and
organized by Audrey Benevento.

● TCC continued to partner with the Pet Food Task Force that distributed thousands of
pounds of pet food to low-income families in MA through 130 human food pantries.

● TCC hired a part-time shelter vet, Dr. Aimee Dalrymple
● TCC raised $11,850 using legacy naming opportunities in the shelter, with another

$52,050 deposited in 2022
● TCC implemented a successful social media campaign under Elise Ryan that caused our

Instagram followers to increase by 20%, and our best performing post of the year was
the announcement that we had our first shelter cat, Hunky Dory.

● Developed a partnership with Tabby Tales Rescue in Savannah, Georgia to transport cats
to Massachusetts for adoption

Future Improvements for 2022
● The TCC Board of Directors and Advisory Board will hold another strategic planning

retreat in March 2022.
● Increase internal communication with an internal Volunteer Newsletter
● We set a goal to increase the number adoptions in 2022 to 200, which is double our

average
● Bringing back Cat Connection in the Courtyard
● At least five new fundraisers in 2022, simultaneously aiding the marketing and brand

awareness of TCC’s shelter by building relationships with community partners
● Increase Board size by recruiting new board members for Marketing, Communications,

Data Management, Non-profit Law, and Veterinary Medicine.
● Streamlining operations by training administrative support staff
● Transitioning from deficit years (2020, 2021) back to profitability with over $100,000

in the bank in 2022



Funding Sources
The largest income sources in 2021 were from Whiskers & Whiskey ($41,573), general
donations ($34,506), and the adoption/surrender fees ($17,669). We are so grateful to all
our donors and the vendors who support us, including Pet Supplies Plus, PetSmart, Pet
World, Loyal Companion, Star Market, Stop & Shop, Shaws, Whole Foods, Petco, Brookline
Grooming and Pet Supply, and to our vets who give us discounted service for cats, including,
Pet Haven, Blue Pearl, Kindness Veterinary Hospital, VCA City Cats, VCA Metro Cats,
PetMedic, and VCA Rotherwood and all the individuals and businesses who donated items
for our raffles and silent auction. TCC received grant funding from an Anonymous
Foundation, the Jones Partnership Fund (through First Parish in Waltham), the
Massachusetts Veterinary Medical Association (funding for the PFTF through TCC), the
Mass Animal Coalition, and the Shirley Shattuck Windsor Trust.

2021 Shelter Stars!
TCC could not achieve its life-saving mission without its army of volunteers. These Shelter
Stars went above and beyond for the kitties in the shelter.

Anthony Westendorf
Patricia Emery

Lidia Graziano
Rachel Schlow

Gaby Shpilsky

Officers and Board of Directors Dec 31, 2021
Morgan Ritz, President
Anne Thessen, Vice President
Deni Auclair, Secretary/Treasurer
Gabrielle Cunningham, Director
Elise Ryan, Director of Public Relations
Ann Varghese, Director of Development

Susan Pugliani, Director of Volunteer
Relations
Kerie Verneuil, Director of Operations
Greg Pugliani, General Director

TCC Cat Report 2021

Category Quantity
Cats on hand Jan 1 18

Total Cats Received 124
Average Cats in Colony 2

Total Colonies 14
Total Adoptions 50

Total Cats Euthanized or Died 2
Total Behavior Consults >300

Cats on hand Dec 31 43



TCC Event Sponsors 2021 (in alphabetical order)
Brian Fitzpatrick at Coldwell Banker
Colvin's Inc. Aerial Trucks
Elia Business Solutions
Kindness Animal Hospital
Lamplight Bio
Parker Keough LLC
Robert Bishop & Michelle Perez

Rosette & Tony Antico
Steve Snider
Susan Bergman
Susan Lowe, CPA
The Dog Retreat & Spa
Village Bank
Watertown Savings Bank

TCC Donors 2021 (in alphabetical order)
Diana Abrashkin
Anne Agostinelli
Nayab Ahmad
Kathy Alarie
Brooke Alix
Jacki Alpert
Nancy Amstutz
Alison Andrascavage
Karen & Larry Andrews
Tony & Rosette Antico
Lauren Antonetti
Emily Astorian
Deni Auclair
Michelle Auclair

Paula Auclair
Lo Audley
Ariel Ayanna
Andrea Lee Banks
Harriet Barnett
Patricia Barr
Helen Batty-Tallett
Catherine Bazarian
Deborah Beane
Mary Begley
Brenda Belliveau
Dalia Ben-ezra
Anne Benaquist
Theresa Benaquist

Sheila Bennett
Susan Biener Bergman
Sandra Berinato
Carol Berker
Stephen Berkowitz
Josh Berman
Robert & Michelle Bishop
Algenia & Robert Block
Karen Boenig
Penelope Boling
Rebecca Bonfig
Joseph Borkowski
Rosemarie Bove
Elisif Brandon



Jennifer Breslouf
Francois Brochet
E. Broderick-Noonan
Thomas Brody
Carol Brown
David Buck
Catherine Burke
Kristina Burkey
John Burroughs
Alan Butler
Hilary Buxton
Gisela Calnan
Karen Campbell
Michael Carenzo
Patience Carey
Robin Carino
Gina Carloni
Melissa Carlson
Jordan Castro
Phyllis Cayton
Lisa Cerqueira
Ian Chandler
Brittny Chiasson
David Chivo
Jill Chow
Sandra Christison
Patricia Ciarlone
Allie Cohen
Andrew Collins
Anne Collins
Joseph Collins
Barbara Compton
Elizabeth Condakes
Steven Connaughton
Larry Connearney
Diane Connolly
Philip Connolly
Maureen Converse
Mark Cornebise
Mary Correa
Talia Cramer
Leslie Creedy
Robert Csillag

Gabrielle & Carl Cunningham
Judith Curtain
Alyson Czelusniak
Judith Czelusniak
Catherine Czubacki
Linda Danielson
Paula Darsney
Darlene Dartt
Carolann Dawe
Annette M. Dayie
Lynn Dayton
Karen Dederyan
Lisa DeFazio
Sarah Defazio
Mary & Michael Delaney
Susan Delellis Valpey
Marie Delfino
Alice DeLuca
Annmarie DeMeo
Helen Dempsey
Gregory Devine
Donna Devlin
Leonard DiMaggio
Andi Doane
Reva  Dolobowsky
Rita Domasevicius
Lisa Donnelly
Barbara Drechsler
Kitty Drexel
Michael Dugan
Hannah Dunbar
Lorraine Eagan
Debra Earls
Diana Eastman
Jack & Sandra Elias
Priscilla Elliott
Patricia Emery
Carole & Ken Epstein
Mimi Facher
Beverly Fanning
Zubair Faridi
Olivia Farrell
Michael Fatale

Eiko Fazio
Steve Feldman
Lisa Finkel
Neal Finklestein
Sue Fitzgerald
Jane Flanagan
Laurie Francis
Karen Gad
Thomas Gage
Dorothy Gardner
David Gately
Stephanie Geheran
Margaret Geller
L. S. Gerardi
Karl Gerds
Alan Giles
Crisanne Hazen
Joseph Glannon
David Godin
Tahmeena Godin
Anne Goldbach
Kathleen Goldstein
Dana Gordon
Linda Gordon
Lovern Gordon
Carolyn Gritter
Eric Gsell
Rita Guardabassio
Bernice Hadley
Melissa Haendel
Lauren Hall
Tara Hall
Kate Halstead
Edward Hamill
Patricia Hankin
Hannah Walsh
David E. Harrington
Paul C. Harris
Susan Hays
Crisanne Hazen
Shelly Hazlett
Pauline Heidemann
Christy Herren



Jennifer Hewitt
Sue Hildreth
An Hinds
Elizabeth Hodder
Alison Hodges
Deborah Hogan
Susan Hojlo
Michael Holender
Tracie Hotchner
Susan Hunt
Melissa C. Jacobo
Renee Jacobs
Sally Jacobs
Elizabeth Jefferis
Linda Johns
Charles E Johnson Jr
Kenneth Johnson
Hannah Kaplan
Darrell Katz
Jonathan Kean
Becca Keane
Leigh Kenworthy
Harry Keshishian
Matt Keys
Jon Keys
Marium Khalid
Aimee Khan
Nataly Khrakovsky
Marie King
Dennis Klem
Carol Knell
Rita Kochhar
Michelle Kovach
Mary Krafcik
Bjorn Krammer
Wendy Kraus
Jane Krieger
Deborah Kromer
Maryellen Kyriazis
Charles Lamb
Alisia Lamborghini
Christine Lampropoulos
Elizabeth Lane

Robyn Lane
Joan Larason
Joan Larson
Pamela & Kent Larson
Donna Laswell
Rick & Laura Lavoie
Anna Lazzaro
Patricia Lee
Roberta Leger
Gustavo Leon
Diane Levine
Karen Lewis
David Liberty
Tina & Paul Lister
Christopher Lloyd
Harry Lohr
Deanne Loonin
Taline Lorensian
Susan Lowe
Sophia Lozano
Jennifer Dawn Luoma
Kathleen Lussier
Anna Lyubetskaya
Tess MacCurdy
Christine Madden
Rosemary Maguire
Katie Mallon
Beth Mandelbaum
Charlie Mantenuto
Mary Ellen Margosian
Susan Marine
Eric Marro
Michele Marrongelli
Elizabeth Martin
Alice Marullo
Paul & Pamela Mattaini
Colleen Mazin
Suzanne & Ken McCluskey
Valerie McGonigle
Amanda McKenney
Keith Menzie
Michael Menzie
Lois Merrill

Robin Merrill
Constance Michener
Ray Michno
Darryln Minerella
MaryAnn Mitchell
James Mniece
Kerry Moe
Tracy Morgan
Sheryl Morrissette
Harriet Moss
Geraldine Muccini
Misti Mullins
Monica Munoz-Torres
Amy Murphy
Michelle Murphy
Maureen Murphy-Bott
James Najarian
Barbara Nason
Barbara Newman
Margaret Newton
Nancy Nicholson
Margaret Nix
Joan Noel
Candace O'Brien
Margaret O'Neill
Cynthia Oldfield
Karen Olson
Amy Oppenheimer
Nancy Panza
George Pappas
Michael Parad
Melanie Paras
Diane Parry
Alan Pasnik
Holly Pearson
Christina Perdiki-Lord
Brandis Pickard
MaryAnne Polich
Taylor Polk
Julia Pollard
Carolyn Pope
Christine Powers
Mary Pressman



Jonah Price
Anastasia Psilekas
Greg & Susan Pugliani
Maureen Quinn
Alan Ratcliffe
Jacob Ratcliffe
Melissa Ratcliffe
Sreshta Ravikumar
Amy Rayo
Nancy Rea
Susan Rearick
Ed Reiner
Adelaide Rhodes
Judith Ribeiro
Kathy Rice
Matthew Rice
Morgan Ritz
Amy Robinson
Jan Rollings
Emily Ronald
Elissa Rosenthal
Stephen Ross
Cathy Rowell
Natasha Rozenvald
Juliann Rubijono
Joan Rudenko
Joseph Ralph Ruffino
Maureen Ryan
Rafi Safarian
Benedetto Salamone
Barbara Salamy
Frada Salo
Benjamin Salzberg
David Sarlitto
Karen Satz
Belinda Sauro
Katy Schiele
Jaime Schier
Jenn Schoenstadt
Kathryn Schooling

Cynthia Schrimpf
Andy Scoggins
Bonnie Scott
Sue Scully-Rose
Vanessa Sedo
John Selig
Laura Senier
Stephanie Shau
Gary C. Shaw
Christine Sheen
Patricia A. Shesgreen
James Shields
Colin Shipley
Raluca Sisu
Debra Skaltsis
Michael Small
Alexandra Smith
Julie Smith
Elizabeth Smith-Hamilton
Steven J. Snider
Betty Solbjor
Julian Sookikian
Lydia Spruhan
Sarah Stagg
Ivan Stanek
Carol Stapleton
Catherine Steiner
C. Martin Steinmetz
Ernest Stern
Rachel Stern
Allison Stoner
Lisa Stuart
Karen Sudbey
Kathleen Sullivan
Shabbeer Syed
Helen Taplin
Daria Tcherniakovskaia
Rick Tedoldi
Karen Telfeyan
William Tharion

Anne Thessen
Pamela Thomas
William Thornburg
Annette Troiano
Beth Troiano
Aleksey Trubitsyn
Louis Tsien
Elaine Tuson
Nina Udwin
Jane Urban
Paola Valchius
Ann Varghese
John Vasilakis
Barbara Ventola
Carlha Vickers
Amy Volk
Leslie Ann Voss
Autumn Waldron
Aprille Walker
Paul Walker
Janet Wasserstein
Terri Weissenberg
Donna Weitz
Nina West
Stephanie Whitaker
Deirdre White
Jael Whitney
Cheryl Wilson
Julia Wolfe
David Wright
Janet K Wunderlich
Laura Wynne
Ouida Young
Antonia Zaccaria
Thomas Zawadski
Jeremy Zizmor

Company, Organization and Foundation Donors 2021 (in alphabetical order)



Bright Horizons Foundation
for Children
Catherine Nolan Art
Comella's
Concord Cheese Shop
Creative Cinderella
Folk Art by Donna
Game Underground
Hagen Group
Kyoozi Accessories
Leah Davies Art
Lucozzi Portraits
Mahoney's Garden Center
Marcou Jewelers
MM Place Design
Monument Style Salon
Mugs with Edge
Neater Pets
Nickerson & Hills Inc
Park Lodge Hotel Group
Pet Supplies Plus
Petco

Petsmart
Pooks Purses
PR Restaurants LLC
Prospero's Paintings
ResistFashionDesign
Roche Bros. Corp.
Sallyanne Ceramics
Smartcatcher Mats
Snowy Day Knits
Soul Full of Sunshine
Soul Luv Shop
Spademan Pottery
SQRL!
Stop n Shop
Stratton Hill Pottery

Studio Chartreaux
Susan Maranhao
Telecom Consultants, LLC
The Cat is in the Box
The Outer Limits
The Science Boutique
TLK Pet Care
Tomoko Takahashi Art
Walden Liquors
Waltham Local First
Westfield Athenaeum
Harris/Wilkinson Family

Fund
Y3K Tutor In Your Home
Zoolia


